
Hendricks Elementary 
Newsletter April 2021 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRINCIPAL: 

 

 
Dear Hawk Families,  
 
AzM2 – AzM2, our mandatory state testing for students in grades 3-6, will be held during the month of April. The 
writing test will be administered on April 13th, the reading tests on April 20 and 21, and the math tests on April 27 
and 28.  AzM2 will be taken on the computer this year and we have reached out to parents of remote students to 
schedule dates for students to come on campus for a proctored exam.  Thank you for your support!   
 
Kindergarten Roundup – Registration for our incoming Kindergartners is still taking place. If you know of any 
neighbors or friends that haven’t registered their incoming Kindergartner, please have them come into the office 
anytime to fill out a registration form.  
 
Teacher Requests - Please be aware that we will soon start the process of determining classroom placements for 
the 2021-2022 school year. When making class lists, the teachers make every effort to be sure that the classes are 
balanced. If you would like to submit a letter describing what type of educational experience will be best for your 
child, we will make every effort to honor and respect your perspective. Our goal is to always do what is best for 
our students. These letters need to be submitted to the office by Friday, April 16th, as we will begin to start cre-
ating class lists for next year shortly afterwards.  
 
Registration – We will be completing registration for continuing students online. New, incoming students will still 
need to complete paper registration forms but all continuing students will register online. Information will be sent 
home on Monday, April 12th describing the registration process and we ask that you complete registration as 
soon as possible. Families without technology may come into the Hendricks office to complete the forms online. If 
you know your child will not be returning to Hendricks for the 2021-2022 school year, please communicate that to 

Mrs. Agraan at 520-696-8400. This helps us better prepare for next year’s reg-
istration and class lists.  
 
PTO Meeting & Elections – On Thursday, April 15th at 5:30, we will be having 
our next PTO meeting. We are always looking for parents to be involved with 
PTO. We will be holding our 2021-2022 officer elections at the meeting and 
are still in need of a treasurer. Please consider being involved and coming to 
the meeting. I look forward to a great partnership with the PTO for 2021-2022 
school year.  
 
It is an honor to serve you as principal of Hendricks Elementary School. If you 
have questions or concerns, please give me a call at 520-696-8401 or come in 
to talk. 
 
Tabetha Finchum 
Principal 

Important  
Contact Numbers: 

 
Student Absence Line 

696-4807 
 

Phyllis Agraan, Registrar 
696-8400 

 
Desiree Fitterer 
Health Assistant  

696-8402 
 

Darlene Jones,  
Administrative Assistant 

696-8401 
 

Ana Obregon 
Cafeteria Manager  



Online registration for students in Grades K-5 for the 
2021-2022 school year will open on April 12th.  Please 
go through your parent portal to register your student 
for next year. 
 

A Note from  

Mrs. Agraan 

Title I 



PTO News 
Please join us, via ZOOM, for our April PTO Meeting @ 5:30pm on 15th. 

It’s more than a yearbook – it’s YOUR book!  Reserve your copy today.  The deadline is Friday, April 

16th.    

 The only way to order this year is online and yearbooks will be shipped directly to your home this 

year. Order online at https://hendricksyearbook.picaboo.com/  

 If you have any questions, please contact Kaitlyn Dennis @ kaitlyn.dennis@fwusd.org     

 We will not be ordering extra copies this year so make sure you get your orders in on time.  

  

Directions on how to personalize your child’s yearbook for free are located on the picaboo website 

when you select that option! The process is so easy! Use this how-to video to help walk you 

through the personalization process   

https://pyb.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/115010354927-How-to-Personalize-Your-Yearbook  

Order your yearbook today! 

News from the Health office 

https://hendricksyearbook.picaboo.com/
mailto:kaitlyn.dennis@fwusd.org
https://pyb.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/115010354927-How-to-Personalize-Your-Yearbook




In-Person Learners 

As the weather warms up, it is important that your child stays 
hydrated by bringing a cold water bottle to school. Also, please 
don’t forget to pack a small snack to give your child that “little 
boost” mid-morning. This boost is a big advantage for your 
child. We see a positive difference in the children after a snack 
and drink. 

We always welcome snacks individually wrapped to share with the whole class too if that works best 
for you. Each first grade class is a bit low with class snacks right now, so we would welcome any do-
nations. Thank you for feeding “our troops”! 

 Please practice spelling words daily at home and continue to read with your first grader each 
night. 

 Check Homework Folder for any assignments or communication that is being sent home for you 
to read. 

 Sign the Weekly Reflection and return every Monday for credit. 

 Complete T-W- Th weekly reading fluency passage with your child. It is due every Friday. 

On-Line Learners 

 Check on-line work daily, completing any work not finished in class or redoing for a better grade. 

 Please continue to read nightly and practice spelling words 

 Have materials ready to learn each morning before school begins. 

 Encourage your child to get up and move during breaks or play outside. 

 Be ready to pick up new materials and supplies from the school office soon. 

 
Spring is in full bloom here in Kindergarten, and it is so nice to finally 
have all our classes back together in person! Thank you for your 
continued support throughout this very different school year! It's 
hard to believe we are so close to wrapping up our last quarter and 
already getting ready for first grade. Please continue to read togeth-
er daily at home to help your child become a confident reader.  As 
you read, please try to do a combination of reading TO your child as 

well as having your child do some of the reading TO YOU aloud.  Also, please practice sight words 
regularly with your child, as this is key in helping your child succeed in reading. 
 

 We wish all our Kindergarten families a Happy Spring! 



We are so proud of our second graders and families, especially this month! 
Your teamwork this year has been incredible! As we moved to FULL days, 
with full classes (either on zoom or in person), and some of you switched 
teachers we are in awe of the kindness and outpouring support! Keep up the 
incredible work in Math, Reading, Writing, and Science! We are excited to fin-
ish up the year with more of this and even work with some "wiggly" friends in 
science!   
  
As we begin the month of April, the momentum builds to prepare our second 

graders for the challenging reading and writing skills they will need in third grade.  You can help 
your child to meet these expectations by keeping with a regular school routine.  This can be a chal-
lenge as warmer weather and spring fever begin to kick in!  Making school a priority and positive 
words of encouragement can make a difference in your child’s approach to school.  We will also be 
upping the rigor during class with a shared reading Module writing packet, continuing with Fluency 
packets (due on Fridays) and a MAZE fluency passage which we will work on in class. Please look 
for these, they are yellow!  

  
Please know that the second grade teachers are working hard to keep it interesting and to 

keep students motivated. Talk to your child about school because connections at home make the 
learning at school even more meaningful. One way to do this is to discuss and celebrate graded 
work!  

  
Keep reading a part of your nightly routine! The goal by the end of the year is to read at least 

87 words per minute with retelling 3 details in order. Research shows that the more "miles on the 
tongue", the faster fluency improves and comprehension develops! Keep filling out the monthly 
Reading Log! If you need suggestions of books or if you think your child is ready to take the chal-
lenge of reading a 200 or more page book, now is the time! Your child's teacher is available for any 
suggestions!  

Our third graders are preparing to take their AzM2 statewide achieve-
ment tests over the next three weeks. They should be prepared to give 
their best efforts on each portion of the test. Please make sure your 
child gets a good night’s rest every night before testing, and that they 
eat a healthy breakfast in the morning. We would love class snack do-
nations for testing!  
 

After all testing is complete, we will continue with our weekly reading and math lessons. In 
reading we are working on inferencing and making connections to stories. In math we are continuing 
multiplication, story problems with multiple steps, and division. The last few weeks of May, before 
school is out, we will review and reinforce reading, writing, and math skills in preparation for fourth 
grade. In Science, we are studying about how food gets to our tables.  

 

  Please remind your child that there is still two months of school remaining, and they must 
continue to put forth effort and behave appropriately. The homework routine will change a bit during 
testing, so look for Dojo messages weekly about what is coming home. Please continue to check 
your child’s agenda nightly, and sign it once they have completed their homework. Please reach out 
if you have any questions about AzM2 testing.  



We have had a busy month so far with reviewing for AZM2.  The AZM2 testing 
window begins Tuesday, April13th.  Please make sure your student arrives to 
school on time with their computer and headphones.   They should also bring a 
water bottle with them and any additional snacks they might want outside of 
the school provided ones.  It is also important that they eat a healthy breakfast 
before coming to school so that they will be able to stay focused for a sus-
tained period of time.  Progress reports will be sent home April 14th.  Please 
take the time to review these with your student to help encourage them to 

complete any missing work and set goals to bring up their grades, if need be. 
 
Thank you so much for your support throughout the year.  We have really enjoyed having kids 

back on campus for a full day.  Seeing their smiling faces and watching all the learning that is hap-
pening in our classrooms is what we most enjoy as teachers. 

Happy April!  

 

This month we will be taking a standardized test each week in April. Please ensure your child gets a 

good night's sleep and eats a healthy breakfast before testing days. 5th grade is almost over and 

we cannot thank you enough for all your support throughout this rollercoaster year. Please let us 

know if you have any questions or if we can support your students in any way. We look forward to a 

great end of the year.   

Science:  
 
Learning this quarter is out this world with investigations and inquiry into space science! 
 
Social Studies:  
 
Students are learning about the origins and philosophies of different religions from around the globe. 
 
Math:  
 
We will finally be learning about the final domain in 6th grade math: Statistics and Data!  
 
AND THE OUTSIDERS! Students are loving this book and we will be having a dress up day in May! 
 



Our Support Staff Hawk of the month is Nancy Antone.  Nancy is the IMC 

Coordinator at Hendricks.  Nancy’s husband is a bus driver with Flowing 

Wells and she has two daughters and eight grandchildren.  Nancy loves 

traveling and cooking.  Thank you, Nancy for all you do!  We are so glad 

that you are a part of our Hendricks team!   

  

Our Teacher Hawk of the month is Steve Ambuehl.   Mr. Ambuehl 

is the P.E. teacher here at Hendricks.   He is married to Kiley, who is an 

Intensive Resource teacher at Hendricks.  He loves coaching sports such 

as golf and softball.  He and Kiley have also run a couple of half mara-

thons.  Thank you, Steve, for all you do.  We are so glad you are a part of 

our Hendricks team! 

  

 

 

 

 

 


